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“We are never more fully
alive, more completely
ourselves, or more deeply
engrossed in anything than
when we are playing.”
Charles Schaefer

Purpose
We exist to enable duty-bearers and
ordinary citizens to realise and
integrate the power of play for
children and adolescents into their
ways of working, thinking and being

Values
We value Children’s
Rights in general, and the
Right to Play and
Recreation in particular –
these are at the heart of
our work

Vision

Mission
To create a Community
of Practice, a network
and a knowledge base that
champions the right
to play

A society in
which the value
of child-led play
is realised

GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
Play is a basic human need – an essential part of our humanness.
Unstructured, recreational, self-directed, imaginative and physical
play is critical for the emotional, social, cognitive and physical
development and health of children and adolescents.
Structured play (e.g. competitive sports) cannot substitute for
child-led play.

The
challenge
The right to play and recreation is one of the most neglected
of all children’s rights. There are insufficient free, safe play
opportunities within walking distance of local communities,
particularly in disadvantaged areas, where many families
have no yards or gardens.
Existing parks mainly cater for ages 3 to 7. There are very few
facilities for ages 7 to 18 and almost none for children with
special needs.
Even where play spaces exist, parents are reluctant to let
their children play there due to safety concerns.

Hypothesis
We believe we can leverage change by generating and
consolidating attitudinal shifts in communities, civil society and
government. This can be achieved IF the value and importance of
child-led play is:
Demonstrated and documented in several community-level
sites and confirmed by children themselves
Evidenced by credible research
Championed by a growing movement of citizens from many
walks of life
Confirmed by trained play facilitators
All backed up by a growing knowledge- and practice-base in the
field of recreational play, and its connections to wellbeing,
mental and physical health and child development – which is
effectively communicated to all key stakeholders

Then it should
be possible to:
Improve the lives of children by creating awareness leading to
increased access to free play opportunities and spaces in local
communities throughout South Africa
Encourage government, civil society and business to increase
resource allocation for recreational play activities
Influence policy around play, so that child-led play is included
on the policy agenda at local, provincial and national levels
Contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals (2015) of
Good Health and Wellbeing, Quality Education, Gender Equality,
Reduced Inequalities and Sustainable Cities and Communities

Ingredients to
effect change
Training
Community engagement
Advocacy

... to this

From this ...

Training
On-site training
This is a three-day participatory training workshop - “Enabling
the Child’s Right to Play”

Distance Training - Principles and Practices in Enabling the
Child’s Right to Play
This in-depth six-month course equips participants through
self-study, assessments and virtual discussion sessions

Online Workshop Series
This six-workshop series was developed in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic
Two two-hour sessions are held weekly for three weeks

Community
engagement
A Play Forum is an action group made up of community members
who work towards establishing safe and appropriate play spaces
for children of all ages and abilities in their neighbourhoods.
Each Play Forum is guided by a Play Champion. Play Forums are
empowered and supported as they work to identify deficiencies in
play provision and enable the creation of safe play opportunities in
their neighbourhoods.
Play Champions believe in play, they play, they invest time in play,
they create opportunities for play, they fund play, and they drive the
agenda for play in their communities and in their various spheres
of influence. They advocate and lobby for play in one way or
another, directly and indirectly.
ACTP creates a platform for play champions and play forums to
communicate with each other, share intelligence about the play
space, and jointly strategise through newsletters and online
meetings.
The Play Champions community is a movement for change.

Advocacy
ACTP seeks to change the mindset of relevant
government departments in Gauteng, and ultimately throughout
South Africa, so that resources and budgets are provided for the
provision of child-chosen, recreational play for children of all ages
and abilities. This involves information sharing and consulting
with children.
Our fundamental objective is the development, adoption and
implementation of a national policy on child-chosen, recreational
play.
ACTP realises that there is no specific budget for play in most
Integrated Development Plans. Therefore, ACTP is lobbying for
government to support community initiatives – both Play Forums
and Play Champions, e.g. by giving permission for play activities to
take place and by waiving any costs to the community that might
normally be incurred.

Research
and documentation
Action research, effective monitoring (with an emphasis on
qualitative data) and focused documentation is integrated into all
of our work.

Communication and
networking
Every engagement – whether with technical partners, donors,
trainees, geographical or virtual communities – is an opportunity
for networking and influential communication. We strive to
integrate effective communication and networking practice into all
our work – including clearly formulated messages, and drawing on
our growing knowledge base.

Achievements and
highlights
ACTP has developed the following valuable resources and
training materials – all available for free download from the
ACTP website:
A Chance to Play Manual – a comprehensive guide to
the right to play and play activities and a wide variety of
play activities
Parent information pamphlets in five languages that
highlight the importance of play
Play Today parent and facilitators’ booklets – providing
guidelines for stimulation from birth to six years, and
including key words in all 11 local languages
Production of the Play Policy Brief (2017) – a well-researched
analysis of play policies in relevant government departments in
South Africa. Its conclusions direct us to deficiencies in play
provision in South Africa, especially for older children,
adolescents, and children with special needs
Development of “The Play Bubble Model for enabling PLAY
during the COVID-19 Lockdown” for submission to decision
makers, and endorsed by 19 NGOs

Contact us
Email: info@a-chance-to-play.org.za
director@a-chance-to-play.org.za
Website: www.a-chance-to-play.org.za
Tel: +27 (11) 484 3633 / +27 (63) 652 5016 (mobile)
Room 253, CMI Building, 13 Joubert Street Ext. Braamfontein,
Johannesburg, 2017, South Africa

Banking information
Name of account: A Chance To Play SA
Bank: Standard Bank
Account Number: 200848011
Account Type: Current Account
Branch Code: 25000355
Swift Code: SBZA ZA JJ
Branch: Parktown, Johannesburg, South Africa

