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Greetings to all our supporters, donors and play
champions! Spring is in the air bringing with it
the promise of new beginnings.

Message from the Editor

The board and staff of A Chance to Play Southern
Africa (ACTP) took part in a highly informative and
successful strategic process in 2020, facilitated by
Warren Banks.

COVID-19, lockdown and
the long-lasting effect
on our children

ACTP has re-invented itself and invites you to join
us as we advocate for and enable child-led play for
children of all ages and abilities.

Play Forums and the
COVID-19 challenges

You will note that we have a new logo and that our
name has changed from A Chance to Play Southern
Africa to A Chance to Play South Africa.
It would be wonderful if new chapters emerge!
A Chance to Play…..Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
Namibia, Zambia, Botswana……what a strong force
for play in Africa we could be.
I trust you enjoy our newsletter and
look forward to your feedback and suggestions.
Yours in Play
Cynthia Morrsion

Cynthia
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Many thanks to our
generous donors,
without whom none
of this is possible.
Help for Children in Need

In this issue

Check out our new website
If you haven’t visited our new website yet please do so!
We are so delighted with the colourful and easy-to
navigate format and we extend our grateful thanks
to Nikolorum Design Partners and Website Ink who
helped us launch our new digital presence.
If you have any suggestions, comments,
compliments or criticisms
we’d love to hear from you.
Click here
to visit our
new site

Send us a message
via the website
Drop us an email
or send a WhatsApp or sms
message to +27 63 652 5016.

We have a new website!
ACTP and POPIA

Training in 2021

Playground Superheroes
we mean...
Play Champions
World Play Day 2021.
Pictures of what six
centres got up to
We chat to
Laurel Magubane about
her motivations and
the One Stop Toy Library

Sharing and caring
(and permissions)
Our Newsletter is all about sharing information,
ideas and the play activities created for children.
Please send us news of your play activities,
making sure that you have permission from the
parents/guardians to share any photos or ensure
that children’s faces are not seen clearly.

ACTP and POPIA

(Protection of Personal Information Act)

At ACTP we respect our supporters’, donors’ and
associates’ right to privacy of their information and
we undertake at all times to treat the information
entrusted to us with care. We implement the
necessary measures to avoid the misuse of
information.
We are aware that many of our associates run
small organisations and that the advent of POPIA
has loomed large (and probably somewhat
daunting) over the last few months. Details of all
the mandatory legal requirements for organisations
can be found at popia.co.za. They also provide links
to the official government documents.
The main features of POPIA to be aware of:
Make sure you are:
• Transparent about what data you are collecting
and why you are collecting it. This prevents you
from collecting information you don’t really need.
• Aware of all the personal data you have collected
and where it is stored
• Protecting all information like you do with your
own. Keep your laptops, external hard drives,
USBs in secure places and consider changing your
computer and email passwords from time to time
• Destroying any information you no longer need as
quickly as possible and in such a way that it can
never be recovered.
• Making your POPIA policy available to those who
wish to see it and giving people the option to opt
out of communications if they want to.

Make sure
you NEVER
share personal
information
with anyone
without getting
the approval
of the person
involved.
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The effects of COVID-19 on Children’s Play
Long lasting effects on the children

3 June 2020 Webinar

Early autumn 2020 heralded a frightening and
unprecedented period throughout the world.
Everything we’d always taken for granted was
thrown into confusion and uncertainty and each of
us did our best to make sense of our new reality in
the face of an invisible enemy – the SARS-CoV-2
virus responsible for the disease, COVID-19.

A Chance to Play organised a webinar on
3 June 2020 entitled:
“Children and Play during the Lockdown”.

Play organisations throughout the world raised
their concerns about the effects of lockdown on
children’s physical and mental wellbeing.
Click below to take a look:

A brochure: Play during
the COVID-19 Lockdown
was developed as a
result of the webinar
which was endorsed by
19 organisations. The
brochure introduced the
Play Bubble Model.
Click here to view

The key features of a Play Bubble

Opportunities previously available for play were
largely inaccessible. This resulted in both obvious
and subconscious stress for children and parents.
Parents were compelled to work from home while
simultaneously caring for children and attending
to domestic responsibilities.
Most governments, including the South African
government, made no mention of how restrictions
on play for children could be relaxed during the
various levels of lockdown.

A “Play Bubble” consists of a group of up to 10
children who play together while being supervised
by no more than 2 adults. The smaller the space
where the play takes place, the smaller the group
of children must be to ensure physical distancing.
The size of the group could increase to 20 children,
depending on the level of lockdown.
• The children come from the same community.
They may vary in age and ability.
• The adults, known as Play Leaders, are well-known
in the community. Parents and caretakers entrust
the children to play under their supervision.

The Play Leaders must
make sure that the
community is aware
that play will be
happening
Each play bubble will identify a suitable space
where play will take place. The Play Leaders must
make sure that the community is aware that
play will be happening there and, if necessary,
permission must be given.

How does the Play Bubble system operate?
• Playing can happen at any time that suits the play
bubble members and lockdown restrictions.
• There must be a 6m distance between play
bubbles, if there is more than one play bubble
operating at the same time in an area.
• All play activities and games must follow the
rule of “no-contact” and physical distancing.
Fun, laugher, socialising and communication
can happen within the play bubble even though
the children are 1.5m apart and wearing masks.
The Play Leaders should make sure that the
children understand and agree with the physical
distance rule.
• If a Play Bubble has spontaneously been started
by a group of children, Play Leaders from the
community should be found just to ensure that
the play is physically distanced. The Play Leaders
should make sure that the children understand
and agree with the physical distance rule.

• The Play Bubbles might develop spontaneously
or the Play Leaders can invite parents to allow
their children to join in.

when children play

south africa wins !
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Training in 2021
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play

matters!
Play Forums

participants
have enrolled for the 6 to 9-month Distance Course

The benefit is that participants can study in their own home or work
environment. The course material which is couriered to the learners includes
the ACTP Manual and a memory stick with the course notes, reference
documents, videos that demonstrate practical aspects of play, 10 tasks
with model answers for self-monitoring and three Assignments which
are submitted individually every 6 weeks.
Each reviewed assignment is returned to the participant with
comments which are then discussed virtually for clarification.
No new applicants can be accepted at this stage.

14

because

A Play Forum is an action group of community
members who work towards establishing enough
safe and appropriate play areas and activities
for children in their neighbourhoods.
The three active play forums met virtually recently as part of the
Play Forum Network. This is a platform where they can share
successes and challenges. One the most difficult challenges at the
moment is COVID-19 restrictions.
For example, Diepkloof Play Forum is unable to complete and
launch their playground because the Recreation Centre where it is
situated has been declared a vaccination site and none of the usual
activities can take place.

people
took part in our Virtual Series in July

This consists of 6, 2-hour virtual Zoom sessions on 3 successive weeks.
This series was developed as a response to COVID-19. The sessions are very
participatory and include opportunities to share previous knowledge and
experiences of play and to debate issues through the chat and break-away room
features. We are hoping to offer another Virtual course later in the year.

• Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no onsite training is planned this year
• Pre- and post- training surveys are part of monitoring and evaluation.
More details and
application forms
are available here

More info about
available bursaries
for all courses
or a WhatsApp or sms message
to +27 63 652 5016.

Click here for more information about play forums
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The children call them
Playground Superheroes,
we call them Play Champions!

• Edition 1

World Play Day was initiated in 1996 by Dr Freda Kim, then-president of the
International Toy Library Association. World Play Day is held annually
on the 28th of May and is celebrated in over 40 countries worldwide.

Click here
for more info

2021 World Play Day Celebrations in South Africa
Each year, ACTP encourages our partners and colleagues to celebrate World Play Day.
This year we promised to give everyone that sent us photos of their event a certificate of participation
and to include some of their photos in our Newsletter.

World Play Day was
enjoyed at these
participating centres:

Play Champions is a community of individuals and organisations
who are committed to the value of play, who actively implement
recreational play and who influence others to appreciate the benefits
of free, child-chosen play. Play Champions believe in play, invest time
in play and create opportunities for play. These play ambassadors
drive the agenda for play in their communities and spheres of
influence. Without these individuals, children’s and their parents’
voices would remain unheard. They are a critical component of the
ongoing sustainability of ACTP. This exciting, new project will be
launched soon with a virtual meeting.

Interested in becoming a play champion?
Click here for more information
You can also drop us an email
or a WhatsApp or sms message
to +27 63 652 5016

DIEPKLOOF PLAY FORUM
IKAGENG PLAY FORUM
TREE (TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN
EARLY EDUCATION)
RIVERSTONE VILLAGE
LITTLE ELEPHANT TRAINING CENTRE
FOR EARLY EDUCATION (LETCEE)
OOSTERLAND CHILD AND
YOUTH CARE CENTRE
ONE STOP TOY LIBRARY

World Play Day
2022
information will
be
shared as we re
ceive it.
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DIEPKLOOF PLAY FORUM

play

IKAGENG PLAY FORUM

Play forum members, ACTP staff and a volunteer gathered at an open
area in Diepkloof (Soweto) to celebrate World Play Day with children
in the community. The children were told about their fundamental
right to play and how World Play Day helps to remind adults about
the importance of play. Children played ball games and then made
colourful posters about play. An enthusiastic march followed with
children proclaiming their right to play to interested passers-by.
children enjoyed some refreshments at the end of the event.
Hands were sanitised, temperatures taken, masks were worn and
everyone tried to stay 1.5m apart most of the time. A team from the
SABC filmed the march, interviewed ACTP and some of the children.

The format for Ikageng’s event in Orlando West (Soweto) was the same as the
one held in Diepkloof. There’s no faster way to warm one’s heart than the sound
of kids’ laughter, and that was the order of the day in Ikageng on World Play Day!

The children starting off on their march which took them
close to the Hector Pieterson Memorial. They held their
posters aloft – demanding their Right to Play!

Watch the clip on YouTube

Having fun playing Gate Ball

TREE (TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN EARLY EDUCATION)
In KwaZulu-Natal members of various
TREE groups joined in the World Play
Day 2021 fun!

Getting ready to
march for play

Tshikudini Play Centre
Flagstaff Toy Library
Nquthu Toy Library

Indaka Toy Library
Ndwedwe Play Group
Weenen Toy Library

“Children were holding picket
demonstration about the rights
of children to play. They carried
posters that they made themselves.”
commented TREE Director, Teressa Ngobese
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RIVERSTONE VILLAGE
Je’anna Clements, Director at Riverstone Village in Gauteng,
shared the fun of the World Play Day celebrations and commented:

play

LITTLE ELEPHANT TRAINING CENTRE FOR EARLY EDUCATION (LETCEE)
The bright winter day was filled with happy laughter in Greytown (KZN) as the children of
LETCEE celebrated World Play Day with enthusiasm! Poonam Dwarkaram, ECD Projects
Manager, shared pics of World Play Day 2021 and commented:

“Riverstone Village celebrated World Play Day by
launching a pillow-fight club. Lightweight pillows don’t
hurt, and good long pillows allow for good COVID-19
safety. Pillow fights are a great way to get rid of COVID
stress! Much fun was had by all.”

OOSTERLAND CHILD AND YOUTH CARE CENTRE
Renè Wagner, Education Coordinator at Oosterland,
reported the following:

“The children of Oosterland Child and Youth Care
Centre play for at least one hour a day. It is an hour
of fun and laughter. The children participate eagerly
in various play activities. They are creative during
the craft sessions, creating their own television
sets, rock paint designs and musical instruments.
For World Play Day we played the children’s
favourite games such as rhythm games, volleyball,
skipping, rounders, cricket, elastic jump, and
musical chairs.
The World Play Day programme ended with the
children designing and creating their own clothing
out of recycled materials and playing board games
which they created themselves.”

“We had a very fun filled
and safe World Play Day!”
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Talking to
Laurel Magubane
She’s an ACTP board member, a retired
Psychologist, runs a toy library in
Sebokeng, a mother, a grandmother and
unrelenting children’s rights activist.
We asked her what motivated her to keep
going everyday... she showed us 2 images,
and they speak volumes.

“These children will run the world
one day. How can we expect them
to take on such an enormous task
without protecting them, caring for
them and giving them the tools and
skills they need?”

“Mothers say: “this happens
because our children have
nowhere to play”.

because

play

matters!
ONE STOP TOY LIBRARY
Laurel Magubane, her One Stop Toy Library and partners celebrate World
Play Day with the children every year. Here’s what they got up to this year.
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A Chance To Play South Africa
NPO number: 121-962 NPO
www.a-chance-to-play.org.za
ACTP is a legally registered non-profit organisation
established to promote and realise children’s right to play
in South Africa.
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Please direct any comments or queries to the Editor at
info@a-chance-to-play.org.za

